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Recently many keen students have been filling in forms 
and receiving nominations to become the first Young 
Mayor of North Tyneside. This new initiative gives 
young people aged eleven to nineteen the chance to be 
represented through a “Young Mayor,” who will  
hopefully act as a voice for the youth of North Tyneside, 
in alliance with the current Youth Council. 
The role of young mayor promises to be fulfilling and 
self satisfying for the winner, who will act like a ‘proper’ 
mayor with a cabinet, whom the young mayor  
themselves can appoint, and a personal advisor from 
North Tyneside Council. 
Nominees had to fill in a nomination form, signed by 
thirty of their peers, and write fifty words about why they 
would be suited for the role.  These are currently being 
assessed, and the nominees narrowed down for a 
rigorous campaign trail.  

The voters will be the youth of North Tyneside and  
everybody aged eleven to nineteen will be able to take 
part in the voting. Hopefully it will give all of us insight 
into the world of elections and politics, supported by the  
recent inauguration of Barack Obama as US President.  
Year Twelve student and Young Mayor Nominee Laura 
Peacock said “I think it’s a good opportunity for people 
our age to have some sort of say in what happening in 
North Tyneside, and it will encourage all of us to vote as 
soon as we get the opportunity!” 
The Young Mayor will be appointed on the 25th March, 
and voting takes place on the 24th March. Watch this 
space for more information on the candidates running 
for Young Mayor from our school and what you can do 
to support them in their campaigns! 

The First Young Mayor of North 
Tyneside To Be A WBHS Student? 

Monica Parker 

Top 5 Movies for belly aching laughter 
 
There’s nothing better than a hilarious film for a feel-good 
fuzzy feeling like no other. Here are our top choices which are 
bound to get you smiling! 
5. Amelie - 
Possibly the most heart warming movie of all time. Watch it 
and let the warmth spread – you’ll save a tonne on central 
heating. 
4. Big Daddy –  
I’m going to be honest and say that I’m not Adam Sandler’s 
greatest fan, however, this is a totally adorable and tale of 
fatherhood and love.  
3. Shaun of the Dead –  
Perhaps not for the faint hearted, this flick is perfect for any-
one who doesn’t mind aching cheeks. 
2. School Of Rock – 
I know I’m probably scraping the bowl in assuming you haven’t 
already seen this, as it is an instant classic. However, if you 
have not, then the pairing of Jack Black’s genius and an excel-
lent array of music will most certainly fill that empty hole in 
your winter evening. 
1. Superbad –  
Pay no attention to the title, bad is exactly what this movie is 
not. It’s completely light hearted and hilarious and will leave 
you drenched in empathy, and maybe even with a little crush.  
 

Top 5 Tunes for that toothy smile 
 
Music is always there for us at the most difficult of 
times. Here are our ideas for the top five songs to 
lighten your mood this winter. 
5. Kanye West – Good Life 
Brilliant tune from a great artist 
4. Katy Perry – Hot ‘n’ Cold 
If not slightly overplayed, this song is one of the best of 
2008. 
3. New Kids on the Block – Step By Step 
Purely for nostalgic reasons, this song will take your 
back to legwarmers and mullets. 
2. Vampire Weekend – A Punk 
Listen to this song and try not to dance – I dare you. 
1. Jason Mraz – I’m Yours 
This is the happiest song written this side of the mille-
nium. End of.  
I hope this selection has been helpful in order to banish 
those winter blues and we aim to hear the wonderful 
guffawing echoes down the hallways sometime soon – 
cheer up kids! 

Experts are warning us of the winter months and their effects on our mental health. But why are January and February 
so depressing and what can we do to let a little sunshine back into our lives? Christmas is over, and next one is too far 
away to imagine, GCSE choices or modular exams are rearing their ugly heads, you have forgotten the colour of a 
clear sky, credit card bills are starting to arrive and in the current economic climate the sound of the postman is often 
synonymous with the turning of our stomachs, you’re fat from countless selection boxes and your new year’s  
resolution… well what happened to that?  
In this issue we have decided to share a few ideas to cheer you up whilst the weather and economy are slowly flowing 
into the gutter. 

Top fives to wash away those winter blues! 
Ellen Forster 



Francesca Howson 

 

 3�
���� �

When half of my year and I paid a visit to St. 
James’ Park entitled “Enterprise Day” we were 
unsure what to expect. My day began with a 
game of roulette- every student was awarded a 
certain number of chips. I received eight, whereas 
others in my group were handed varying amounts
-from nineteen to thirty six. We  
discovered that the number of chips we were 
given was determined by how much revision and 
coursework we had succeeded in completing, a 
warning to those with just a few chips that they 
needed to do more work outside school! We then 
went into a revision session, where we were 
shown different ways of remembering things- 
there are many methods you can use, for  
example, visual or musical. The exercises really 
helped my memory and I found out that the use of 
pictures to help me remember information is the 
most effective revision method for me. 
Every year eleven student attended an interview 
and mine was for the position of a stock manager, 
which would involve dealing with accountancy 
and finance. I was nervous at first, not knowing 
what questions I would be asked, but when I sat 
down and started the interview I found that it was 
far less scary than I had expected. We were not 
simply assessed on our responses to the  
questions asked during the interview but also on 
our appearance-every student who attended 
“Enterprise Day” dressed very smartly. Most of 
the girls wore skirts or trousers, a shirt and heels 
and the boys wore suits and shirts.  
Following the interview, there was a ten minute 
break and when we returned I was very happy to 
hear I had got the job and had been selected over 
the other eight year elevens who had been  
interviewed for the same position. This  
achievement definitely boosted my confidence! 
Finally, we had a session with a highly entertain-
ing motivational speaker, who provided us with 
some valuable advice- I learnt some really good 
ideas about how to achieve my goals in both the 
near and far future. Year tens who will go on 
“Enterprise Day” next year should look forward to 
hearing him speak, as he really topped off the day 
at St. James’ Park. 

“Enterprise Day” 
 A Success! 

“St James Park was a great experience.  
The highlight of the day was the motivational 
speaker”        Faye Matthews  
 
“A cracking day, learnt many things, was enjoyable 
and I enjoyed dressing up smart”  

Lewis Blackburn  
 
“The speaker was really good and helpful” 

Brendan Spencer  
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As we go to press, the Grease rehearsals are 
heating up and singers, actor, dancers, musi-
cians and backstage are caught up in a whirl-
wind of last minute rehearsals! Lines, songs, 
music and dances are being perfected and 
WBHS is preparing itself for the first night of 
Grease: The Musical! All of those involved, stu-
dents and staff, have been working hard since 
almost the very beginning of the first term, and 
the end result promises to be spectacular! The 
next edition of the newsletter will be a Grease 
special and will cover the production, from start 
to finish, accompanied by photos and interviews 
with the cast, backstage, the audience and 
teachers. Keep an eye out for the next newslet-
ter, due out the week after half term, and make 
sure you buy your tickets for Grease, on sale 
now! Good luck, and break a leg, to all those 
participating! 

Grease Is The 
Word! 

On the 8th January, thirty six lucky year nine pu-
pils in the ‘Q’ quarter experienced a new exhibi-
tion at Newcastle’s renowned Discovery mu-
seum. 
The ‘Mind the Gap’ exhibition was all about how 
views of mental instability in society have 
changed over the years. Students learned how 
terms such as ‘mad-house,’ which was used fre-
quently in the past, have become unacceptable 
today.  
Pupils also took part in a workshop discussing 
symptoms of ill-mental health and even celebri-
ties we know who suffer from ADHD, bipolar dis-
order and obsessive compulsive disorder. The 
visit was a valuable experience and we would 
recommend the exhibition to any students in any 
year group.                                      Joe Hubbard 

Mind The Gap-
Discovery  
Museum Visit 

Being a former delegate myself, I know how 
difficult it is to raise enough money to be 
able to attend the summits, and the hopeful 
delegates this year have an even tougher 
job than we had, with fees rising due to 
changes in the exchange rate, and  
businesses being reluctant to donate any 
money in light of the credit crunch. 
However, Abby, Lucy, Hannah, Jenny and 
Jamie remain determined to attend the 
summits and are desperate to raise the  

sufficient funds. Therefore, if anybody has 
any good fundraising ideas, please let our 
delegates know! 

For the third year running, students at 
Whitley Bay High School are once again 
being given the opportunity to attend the 
People to People Future Leaders’ summits, 
which take place at various universities 
around the USA. The summits are a  
fantastic way to experience university life, 
and to work in a professional field of your 
choice while meeting people with similar 
aspirations to yourself. 
The Year Eleven delegates this year are 
Abby Forbes, Lucy Bishop, Hannah Wade, 
Jenny Combe and Jamie Glendinning. 

People To People Future 
Leaders’ Summit 

Monica Parker 
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On Monday January 26th, language students from year ten 
participated in a visit to the Marden CLC. Accompanied by Mrs 
McQueen and Mr Cole, around twenty-five year ten students 
were set tasks throughout the day to improve their speaking 
and writing skills in French and German. Firstly, groups were 
formed and the first instruction was to create a script for an 
episode of the TV show, Blind Date, in fifteen minutes. After 
this was completed, there was only one thing left to do- per-
form it! So, in front of the cameras, wearing everything from 
fur coats to wigs, the ‘amazing’ acting took place. The result: 
three French versions of the show, and two in German.        
The next task took up the remainder of the day, and was to 
create a magazine aimed at teenagers, in either French or 
German.  

With some high tech computer programs ready and waiting, 
the students produced a range of magazines containing arti-
cles such as film reviews, music write-ups, and even a lonely 
hearts page. A student who went on the trip said: “It was a 
great thing to do and helped me learn lots of new words and 
phrases. It was a welcome break from class work and a fun 
way to learn languages!” Undoubtedly, the lucky pupils who 
attended will be able to share all they learnt with their class-
mates. All in all, the CLC visit seemed to be enjoyed by every-
one, and a great day out was had by all who participated. 

Sam Baldwin 
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Year Tens Visit 
The CLC 

Virgo 
You’re slowly but surely growing 
in confidence and soon you’ll feel 
more motivated than you have in 
months.  

Leo 
Be confident and stand your 
ground! You are not at fault.  

Cancer 
We all make mistakes, but you must 

learn from them and move on. 

Gemini 
Choose your friends wisely-
you’ll need them in the coming 

Taurus 
Ask for advice when you need it! 
After all, a problem shared is a 
problem halved. 

Aries 
Celebrate your achievements and 
take a break-you deserve it! 

Libra 
Your focus has been restored so keep 
working hard, there will be time to rest later. 

Scorpio 
Be daring and try something new. It 
will be worth it in the future. 

 

 
Sagittarius 

Take time out for yourself-all that 
worrying has put you under a lot of 

strain. 

Capricorn 
Don’t take too much on and  
remember to take time out  

Aquarius 
Now could be a good time to meet up 

with an old friend, but you must 
tread carefully. 

Pisces 
There may be times when you 
feel like an outsider but don’t 
worry, these will pass. 
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 Scrambled Phrases   Roman Puzzle                             Suduko  
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Dylan J McKee and James Gower  
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A HTICTS IN MITE VASES NEIN    KOLO FROBEE OUY PEAL 

      STAL TUB TON ASTLE 
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A HTICTS IN MITE VASES NEIN  
A STICH IN TIME SAVES NINE 
 
KOLO FROBEE OUY PEAL 
LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP 
 
STAL TUB TON ASTLE   
LAST BUT NOT LEAST  
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Match up the roman country name for 
its modern country equivalent 
  
Gaul    Austria 
Lussitania  France 
Dacia   Portugal 

 

 
  
Gaul------------ France 
Lussitania-------Portugal 
Dacia-----------Austria 
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The Twilight series is a 
thrilling, Romantic saga, 
with a paranormal twist. 
Moving from sunny Phoe-
nix, Arizona to Forks, 
Washington, a town under 
near constant cloud cover, 
Bella Swan finds it difficult 
to adjust from the big city 
she knows to life in a town 
where no one can keep a 
secret… well, except the 
Cullen family. At her new 
school Bella finds herself 
seated next to the enchant-
ing Edward Cullen, who 
doesn’t seem as happy as 

she is with the arrangement. As Bella tries to under-
stand his hatred of her she finds herself falling headfirst 
into a world of myths, legends and vampires. Twilight 
follows the story of Edward and Bella as they attempt to 
deal with the feelings and surprises of first love, while 
Edward tries to resist Bella’s blood, so much sweeter to 
him than any other human’s. 

Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight is the first book of four in an 
enthralling, page-turning series, gripping its readers 
(and re-readers) with enigmatic characters, captivating 
plots and the promise of Romance.  
Meyer has initiated a few twists on the old legends of 
vampires, rendering these gothic creatures 
“vegetarian” (they feed only on the blood of animals), 
meaning they can interact safely with humans. Bella 
and the Cullen family seem to have every obstacle pos-
sible thrown at them, battling through many situations 
that are life-threatening, even to an immortal, to keep 
each other safe. The series evokes just about every 
emotion its readers posses-, joy, sorrow, anger, fear 
and obsession, to name a few. People of all ages have 
been captured by this series and find themselves read-
ing it time and time again.  
Of course, as with every series, Twilight has its prob-
lems. Though the plot is gripping and well thought-out, 
some of the characters can, at times, seem a little too 
perfect, and therefore unrealistic. Also, Meyer’s writing 
style starts out a little rough in the beginning of the se-
ries, but it steadily improves, as is expected with any 
writer and their first book. 

Starring: Robert Pattinson, Kristen Stewart, Peter 
Facinelli. 
Director: Catherine Hardwicke 
Duration: 122 min 
Based on the first of Stephanie Meyer’s sickeningly 
popular teen-fic quadrilogy, Twilight is one for the girls – 
oh, and don’t forget the middle aged women. Our pro-
tagonist, Bella Swan, begins the story as she moves in 
with her be-tashed father Charlie and joins the local 
high school. Immediately, she is unable to navigate 
around the hallways without tripping over the limp bod-
ies of teenage boys who swoon over the fresh meat. 
Quite ironically, the only one who does not later goes on 
to become our “hero” – Edward Cullen. After a truck 
flies towards accident-prone Bella, Edward saves her by 
miraculously launching himself in front of the two tonne 
van without anyone but Miss Swan noticing. Bella be-
comes fascinated with Edward and his family, who are 
all pale, beautiful and only slightly incestuous.  
Meanwhile, Bella goes on to ‘hit-it-off’ with family friend 
Jacob Black, and he reveals to her the Cullens’ secret. 
They are vampires. And the age-old prophecy returns: 
boy meets girl, boy wants to drink girl’s blood, boy 
saves girl from various unlikely near death experiences, 
they live happily ever after.  

All in all, the movie is aesthetically beautiful and I don’t 
just mean Pattinson’s face. However, although the land-
scapes and colouring are incredibly appealing, beneath 
the surface, Twilight lacks substance and depth. Watch-
ing each scene unfold becomes more of a chore than a 
leisure activity as Bella is inconsiderate and spiteful to-
wards everyone around her and the audience is forced 
to objectify some celibate 104 year old. The supposed 
“meadow” somehow became a patch of weeds and Ed-
ward’s dazzle is the product of a preschool child with a 
shiny watch face. However, every nine year old girl in 
the world who has scanned Meyer’s books cover to 
cover in record time will be sitting front row for this pic-
ture and they will probably not be disappointed. For me, 
Bella is incompetent, whiny and generally unlikeable, 
Edward is poorly 
cast and needs a 
bath and Jacob 
Black is not there 
when the audience 
needs him most.  
K e y  S c e n e : 
Cheesy prom com-
plete with anti-
gravity hair wax 
and leg cast. 
** 

 

Twilight-The Film 
Ellen Forster 

Twilight-The Book 
Nick Cavanagh 
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Valentine’s Day Special!  
Love, without doubt, is in the air-but what are our 
teachers’ favourite love songs?  

Mrs Stone’s  
Valentine’s Day Playlist: 
 
Jackie Wilson-The Sweetest 
Feeling 
 
Mike Scott-You Are So Beautiful 
 
The Cure-Love Cats 
 
Sinead O’Connor-Nothing Com-
pares To You 
 
Dire Straits-Romeo and Juliet 

Miss Laidler’s  
Valentine’s Day Playlist: 
 
Leona Lewis-Run 
 
James Morrison-You Give Me Some-
thing 
 
Ryan Adams-Anything I Do 
 
David Gray-This Year’s Love 
 
Bon Jovi-Always 

Starting next issue, the newsletter will repeat last year’s feature of the P.E sports 
timetable, giving you the chance to get involved in school sport! For now, why not 

act on our tip of the half term? 

Erin McGarrity 

Sam Baldwin 

Tip of the Half Term! 
Have you thought about trying the table tennis club? It’s on every Tuesday before 
school! Meet up with friends for this club at around 7:30am in the sports hall for lots 
of fun and, you never know, this may be a sport at which you can excel! 


