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In October a group of 15 students were 
given the chance to visit Bishop Burton 
Agricultural College in Hull, to see 
Monty Roberts, a world famous Horse 
Whisperer. We were given a tour of the 
college and got the chance to find 
about all of the different courses avail-
able for those who want to work with 
horses. It was surprising to find that you 
don’t just have to be a vet if you want to 
work with horses.   
 
 The demonstration was fantastic! 
We got to find out the history of how to 
get a horse to take a saddle and Monty 
explained how “Horse whispering” 
works.  
 
Monty got a young horse to accept a 
saddle in just 40 minutes – something  
 
 
 
 
 
 

which usually takes a few weeks! He 
did this by using his own method called 
‘Join Up’ which is a technique using 
body language and movement which 
the horse understands.  
 
 The best thing about the trip was 
probably getting to meet Monty and get-
ting our books signed by him. The most 
interesting part was where he talked 
about banning the use of whips in horse 
racing. As a result of Monty’s work over 
the years there are now stricter controls 
on the use of whips in horse racing 
around the world.      
 

 Mr Ellis and Miss Fokias have just re-
cently bought some books for students 
to use in the school library and Monty’s 

book is among these. Monty Roberts 
and Kelly Marks books are now avail-

able at the library. 
 

 

 Elly Crozier 10LCM  
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Make Your Mark Challenge has 
been run as part of Global  
Enterprise week through the 
Maths department this term. 
The challenge takes literally 
thousands of students (55,000 
in fact) and asks them to come 
up with an enterprising idea 
based on a top secret briefing 
released at midnight on the day 
of the challenge. 
 
 This year’s challenge was to 
create an entrepreneurial idea 
inspired by the Olympic and 
Paralympics’ values. Our team 
were quick to get to work on our 
brilliant idea – a sports facility 
on your wrist called  
‘The Olympian’.  
 
Time was tight as we only had a 
day to come up with a product, 
price and do our research. The 
challenge was quite detailed 

and involved each group putting 
together a competitor’s outline, 
a money matters sheet and a 
90 second PowerPoint presen-
tation to an expert panel of 
judges - a sixth former, the 
lovely women from P&G who 
was helping us all day and 
members of the maths depart-
ment. 
 
 We were all really nervous as  
we eagerly waited for the final 
presentation to finish and the 
winner was announced. 
 
A huge well done to ‘Team 
Imagination’ with their ‘My Hero’ 
medal scheme who won first 
prize, a trip to the regional final 
for the North East held at  
Lumley Castle.  

 
Should Team Imagination be 
successful at regional level then 
they will travel to the national 

final at Kings Palace, London 
with the chance to win a large 
amount of money to turn their 
ideas into reality and personal 
shopping vouchers.  
 
In respectable runner up  
position were ‘Team 4 and a Bit’ 
with their ‘Equality Dome’. 
 
Overall it was a great day. Good 
luck to Team Imagination. We 
hope they make the regional 
level.  
 
I had great fun and encourage 
all year nines to put their name 
forward for the event next year 
 

 David J. Robinson 
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Dance workshop’s big success 
 

Somewhere in the region of twenty two to twenty 
four dancers from four schools across the area took 
part in two dance workshops as part of the Gifted 
and Talented event on Saturday 15th November. 
 
 

 
 
The dancers in each workshop (street dance and 
contemporary dance) had just 13 hours to prep and 
practise so that they were ready to perform that 
night in front of a few hundred parents.  
 
Charlotte Blyth in Year 13 gave an excellent  
performance, ballet dancing to a live string quartet. 
 
 There were also some extra performances in the 
show, which included two boys from another school 
in the area performing break dancing, proving that 
dancing is for everyone.  
 
 Overall, it was a great experience for all involved 
and was an overwhelming success. 
 

 Sam Baldwin 10AJS 

Make Your Mark Maths  
Challenge 08: 

The day of dreams 
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When I was in year 8, myself 
and my group of friends were 
really nervous about starting 
High School and were worried 
about what would happen. We 
wanted to talk about our  
worries and we were also  
concerned about our own self 
esteem and different  
behaviours in High School  
because we thought we might 
be pressured into doing things 
we didn’t want to do. 
 
 So we spoke to our head of 
year at Valley Gardens and he 
asked if we wanted to work with 
the Learning Mentor, Marni and 
she set up a group where we 
met weekly – The Speak Up 
Group. The group was really 
useful and really fun and we felt 
ready for High School as a  
result.  We were so pleased 
with the progress we made, that 
we decided to carry it on in 
WBHS with Marni and the North 
Tyneside Council Youth Service 
Youth Workers Kris and 
Karissa. For the whole of year 9 

we have been meeting as The 
Speak Up Group and working 
on a project where we got to go 
back into Valley  
Gardens and talk to the  
students that were in our  
position in year 8. 
 
In July 2008 we led four  
sessions with year 8 students 
on self esteem and gave them 
the opportunity to talk to us 
about any worries or concerns 
about High School. The Head of 
year 8 Mr Blakemore, was so 
impressed that he asked us to 
come and deliver the same  
project to the next set of year 8 
next July. 
 
This term we have been  
working on a new project 
to get new year 9 students 
involved in the same work 
we have been doing and 
trying to keep our group 
going for when we go into 
year 11, because we are 
getting busier with  
coursework and exams.  

This is a fantastic opportunity to 
learn new skills and develop 
ourselves on a personal level.  
We have already got so much 
from being involved in the 
group, for example it has  
improved our confidence,  
developed our skills on how to 
handle different situations and 
given us space to be able to talk 
to members of staff about  
problems. 
 
There will be an opportunity for 
any interested year 9 students 
to take part in this exciting  
project in the New Year. 
 
 Rebecca Ruddy 10LS 
 

 
Speaking Up about issues that 

matter to them 

The Speak Up 
Group 

 
Bryony Jenkinson  

Holly Hobkirk 

Jasmine Bell  

Esther Pellow 

Lois Hancock 

Jess Moore 

Rebecca Ruddy 

Charlie Little 

Katherine Pearce  
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Emily Harte and Heather Swearman asked some staff members what they 
were asking Santa for this year 

 
      
 
 

I am the named Public Health Nurse for Whitley 
Bay High School and am part of a team of four 
nurses employed by North Tyneside PCT, who 
cover 19 schools in the Whitley Bay locality. 
 
Public Health Nurses work  
specifically with children and young people to  
encourage a healthy lifestyle and to offer support 
to those who maybe experiencing difficulties. As 
well as supporting young people to attain good 
physical and mental health, I act as the first point 
of contact for young people, parents and carers 
needing health advice and information.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Within school I initiate and support many activi-
ties for promoting health. 
 
I provide a Confidential Drop In Service  for stu-
dents in school on Mondays and Thursdays 
11am -2pm. No appointment is required over 
break and lunchtime.  
 
Find me in the office between H3 &H4, alterna-
tively my contact details are in the medical room 
or available from the main office. I look forward to 
meeting you and would like to hear your views on 
how Public Health Nurses can benefit your health 
and well being. 

                                ��������������������������������	 			
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Mr Mooney  

				

 � 	� � � � 	� � 
 � � 	� 		

					� � � � 	� � � 				

       Miss Power  
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Miss Robertson  
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Mrs Brown  
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Mrs Graham 
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Mrs Mays  



 
 

 Year 10 Making a Positive  
Contribution  
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Junior Sports  
leaders  

 
 Every Tuesday we go 
to Southridge First 
School and help out 
with the gymnastics 
group. We each get a 
group of 5 children to 
work with and we also 
help during their break 
time doing playground 
games.  
 
Sometimes we go on 
trips and help with 
sports festivals e.g. 
cross-country events 
and athletic  
competitions. We also 
do sports with children 
who are wheelchair  
users on Tuesdays at 
5pm at John Spence 
School.  
 
 Next week we are  
going to Churchill  

playing fields to  
marshal at the North 
Tyneside Cross  
Country Tournament. 
 
 I love doing Junior 
Sports Leaders  
because it’s really fun 
and I like working with 
younger children. In 
lessons we learn how 
to stand up in front of a 
class and teach them. 
I’m really enjoying it 
and want to continue 
this in 6th form.  
 
I feel that it has got my 
confidence up because 
I was really shy when I 
started the course but I 
feel more confident 
speaking in front of my 
class now and I think it 
has made me more 
outgoing.  
 

 Rebecca Howourth  

Fire fighters 
 
 We do loads of fun stuff like search and rescue, 
first aid and we also learn about the dangers of 
fires and how to put them out safely. This term 
we went out and did some community work by 
handing out leaflets on fire safety. We have also 
been working on some fire fighting skills such as 
how to reel out the hose, how to search a build-
ing and how to use equipment safely without  
hurting anyone.  
 

Nail Painting for charity  
 
Since October half term we have been 
painting staff and students nails in A 
block hall on Friday lunchtimes to raise 
money for ‘Make a Wish’ Foundation. 
 
 ‘Make a Wish’ is a charity that supports 
children and young people who are  
terminally ill, by granting their last wishes.  
 
 I wanted to get involved because I love 
painting nails and it all goes towards a 
good cause. Also I get to do this with all 
my mates and that makes it fun.  
 
 We are continuing after Christmas, so if 
you want your nails done for the  
weekend feel free to come along! It’s only 
£1.30! 
 

 Charlotte Whigham  
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Release Date:  17th October 2008 
Certificate : 15 
Starring : Brad Pitt, George Clooney, John 
Malkovich, Frances McDormand, Tilda 
Swinton. 
Director:  Joel & Ethan Coen 
 
After having received an Academy Award 
earlier this year for their picture No Country 
for Old Men, the Coen brothers had an 
enormous task ahead of them. To add fuel 
to the fire of expectancy they appointed an 
A-list cast, meaning that failure was not an 
option. However, shame is all one feels 
when leaving the cinema and remembering 
that for one minute perhaps you did doubt 
the greatest directors of our generation. 
This is just a feeling of affirmation, they did 
it again. 
 
As usual, the movie is laced with very  
particular humour which is often ballsy and 
has you squirming in your seat – trying not 
to enjoy the characters’ misfortune. Perhaps 
the greatest performance being that of Brad 
Pitt, who plays stuck-in-the-80s gym  
instructor Chad Feldheimer, who sports an 
embarrassing haircut and a habit of dancing 
at inappropriate moments.  
 
Overall the movie is full of quick puns and 
black comedy, perfect for any fans of 
Clooney, Pitt, the Coens or even just  
someone looking for an escape from the 
countless brain-dead blockbusters that  
Hollywood is churning out. It’s an intelligent 
and life-affirming flick and if you’re on the 
right wavelength you’ll have a ball of a time. 
 
Key Scene: Keep your eyes peeled for 
Brad Pitt in the closet, and those vital  
following moments. 
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Release Date:  12th September 2008 
Certificate : 15 
Starring : James Franco, Seth Rogen, Danny 
R. McBride 
Director:  David Gordon Green 
 
Yet another flick from the Apatow machine of 
dreams; after the success of Superbad, 
Knocked Up and Forgetting Sarah Marshall, 
to mention but a few, gruesome-twosome 
Evan Goldberg & Seth Rogen get back  
behind the wheel for this vibrant and  
fun-filled story about two losers running away 
from the bad guys with some hilarious but 
heartwarming consequences.  
 
It may be slightly unbelieveable at times but 
Pineapple Express offers an escape from the 
real world into that magical place where the 
most unlikely storylines are suddenly credible 
and the dumbest characters become  
loveable. All in all this one might not keep 
you guessing like Burn After Reading but 
you’ll be quoting for weeks and find yourself 
browsing eBay for some of those epic  
trousers of Franco’s. 
 
Key Scene:  The lengthy montage of Franco 
and Rogen in the woods. 
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From  November 29 to December 7, WBHS was 
delighted to play host to Mr. Bee, from our  
partner school in Kenya. Mr. Bee spent time in 
school, talking to and working with students, 
and also took time out to visit the area. 
 
Our partner school is in one of the poorest parts 
of Africa, where the majority of people are living 
below the poverty line. WBHS has been  
involved in a number of fund raising events to 
provide facilities at Pala High School in Ndhiwa, 
but the focus of this visit was to launch a 
scheme to raise money to fund a school lunch 
club for AIDS orphans. So far we have raised 
£280, and we are still going. 
 
Whilst Mr Bee was in school some of the  
students interviewed him to find out more about 
his life in Kenya. He was keen to share his  
experiences, and equally keen to learn about 
our lives. This is what he told us: 
 
 ‘Not only do most people live below the  
poverty line, they live too far from the city  
centre, and therefore, live off the products from 
their own farm, mainly sugar cane, maize and 
vegetables. They also grow trees, and there is 
some fishing. 
 
 The community is struggling to look after the 
huge number of orphans, and life expectancy is 
low. 
 
 Many people move to Nairobi to either live on 
the streets, to get food from well wishers, or to 
be maids in the houses of richer people. 
 
 The students at Pala High School are eager to 
learn and know things. They are taught in 
mixed age classes. Decisions about pupil  
performance are very different to England – the  

 
 
 
 
government here is much stricter in its control 
over education.’ 
 
Mr. Bee was surprised by how much electricity 
we use here, as he has to make do with  
paraffin lamps for light and fires to cook food. 
He was looking forward to trying British food, 
and seeing football played live. He was even 
hoping to take part in the Friday night staff  
football game. 
 
 He told us that football and athletics are very 
popular in Kenya, and that his students are  
athletic, playing netball, handball and volleyball. 
 
 He was enjoying his time with us very much, 
and was even getting used to the British 
weather! 
 

 Emily Adams 
 

  
Inspired by the visit of Mr. Bee, and to continue the fund raising for the lunch club 
and medical supplies, some of the ‘bearded brotherhood’ in the school are taking 

part in a sponsored shave .……. Watch this space!  
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WBHS played host to a  
selection of students from around 
North Tyneside for the Gifted and 
Talented day, organised by Miss 
Fokias.  Students were chosen 
because of their outstanding ability 
in one of the following areas,  
music, dance, art and textiles.  I 
was asked to help out in the  
Textiles workshop, and also to 
prepare an activity for the girls. 
 
The tutor Julie, like me, is a  
graduate of the prestigious  
Northumbria Fashion Design 
Course and now specialises in 
Fashion Enterprise.  The girls 
were split into groups and each 
given a mannequin to work on. 
They began by generating ideas; 
if they were to create a fantasy  
garment what would it be? Each 
group pulled together their ideas 
and decided on a specific design 
 
The students then began work on 
their sculptures, creating  frames 
from chicken wire and draping 
their sculptures with calico soaked 
in PVA glue. One group had  
created a slick, floor length design, 
whereas the others embraced a 
voluminous shape, with a nipped 
in waist. 

In Ester Pellow’s group they 
painted their dress a beautiful soft 
pink, a shade that echoed the  
ballerina shape they had created.  
Jess Sheridan’s group painted 
their dress black, while Hannah 
and Sam made a fringed bolero to 
wrap around the shoulders of their 
dummy.   
 
Libby’s group had created a 50’s 
shape dress, which was painted a 
deep blue shade.  They had  
managed to create a dramatic  
collar that stood off the body.  The 
creation would have not looked 
out of place in Dior’s Haute  
Couture collection. 

 
As the sculptures were drying, the 
girls then began making bags that 
I had prepared for the second part 
of the day.  I had chosen a 
slouchy shoulder bag that could 
be used as a school bag or as a 
beach bag.  The outer fabrics and 
the lining were all different, so 
everyone produced a unique bag. 
By the end of the day it was a 
race against the clock to have all 
sculptures and bags finished for 
the final exhibition in the hall.   
Parents of all the students were 
invited, and the display was  

outstanding.  Easels were kindly 
loaned by the Laing Art Gallery, 
with the bags hung on these,  
displaying their gorgeous  
contrasting colours and prints. 
 
Parents were fed with a selection 
of canapés, made by students in 
the food department with help 
from Miss Scott. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the students involved 
in my workshop, especially for 
their brilliant behaviour.  I was very 
proud of their mature attitudes, 
and the example that they set to 
other schools, students and  
parents. 
 
But the biggest thank you needs to 
go to Miss Fokias, for her  
phenomenal organisation, and the 
time that she has dedicated to the 
event, as well as the Food  
Department for the fantastic 
healthy food that was made  
available. 
 
A fantastic day was had by all! 
 

Miss Blackie  
 
 

 
Gifted and Talented 
Textiles workshop  
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National Poetry day 
at WBHS  
 
On Thursday 9th October Whitley 
High celebrated national poetry 
day in true style with a party held 
in the library. With a range of 
events including readings of dif-
ferent types of poems, a song 
and a buffet the library was alive 
with festivities. 
 
The theme of the day was 
“Anything Goes!” - humorous  
poems, modern poems, old po-
ems and songs. If it could be 
spoken it was fine. People from 
every year group read poems 
and even members of staff joined 
in the fun. 

 
I asked Mr. Ellis what he thought 
of this year’s event he told us “I 
hope everyone enjoyed them-
selves, I certainly did. I think it 
was one of the most well  
attended national poetry day  
celebrations we have ever had.” 

 

Are you interested in a career 
in fashion? 

 
Come along to fashion club in C40 on 
Thursday after school. 
I will be offering tips and techniques to 
help create a professional finish with your 

design development, technical drawings, 
and illustration techniques. 
 
Also come along if you have any  
questions about taking fashion design or 
marketing at university level. 

 
 Miss Blackie 

Every year at the end of  
September it is the international 
festival of languages. As always 
this school took an active part in 
the festival. The school ran its 
customary poster competition for 
year 9 students.  
 
 The theme of the competition 
which took place in both French 
lessons and German lessons 
generated some fantastic posters 
which are currently on display in 
the MFL corridor and around the 
school. The posters are designed 
to display the benefits of learning 
a modern foreign language, such 
as for employment, enjoyment 

and success. It also raises 
awareness of the importance of  
modern foreign languages. 
 
The posters were judged by 
members of staff from all  
departments, promoting 
cross-curricular activities and the 
winners that came first, second 
and third are pictured here.  
 
Feedback from staff has been 
really positive about the effort and 
artistic abilities expressed in this 
work by everyone. 
 

 
David Robinson  
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