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Year 9:
Discover the values a
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YEAR 11 CHALLENGES

I.Do not underestimate yourself

+ UNLODH:
POTENTIAL

2.Don't be afraid to get things wrong.

N
N

3.Dont wait to be motivated. @
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YEAR 11

nov Progress Checks go home

pec  Sixth Form Courses Eve

JAN St James Park Event

' 8
Fee Trial Exams begin

1
MAR

1 0
MAR

APR

1
MAY

Results from Trial Exams

Parent Workshops

Parent Evenings

Exams begin
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Y1l WEEKLY ROUTINES

Thought for Extended PD
the Week Assembly program

4

Toolkit Midweek Threads .
Attendance Tuesday Mindboggler Thursday Futures Friday




RISE & REVISE

Begins: W/B Monday 2" November

Tuesday: English (A-Block Hall)
Wednesday: Science (A-Block Hall)
Thursday: Maths - H/C/F (A-block hall & maths

corridor)
Friday: Further Maths (maths corridor)

200+ attend every week
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EXTRACURRICULAR

Extracurricular clubs Timetable 2026-27

Clubs and activities are running across the school, and we want to see you get involved! Keep listening to the daily bulletin g and checking your emails for
updates, New clubs are added throughout the year so keep looking for those opportunities to get involved.

Clubjactivy Staff o contac
Comic and Manga club After school AMS- Mirs Slater

Musicals Club After school Drama studic = AMS — Mrs Slater

Whitley Bay High School PE Extra Curricular

Christian Union Lunchtime A101 RLT — Mrs Thurlow Dungeons andDragons cus | Afear schont AMS- Mrs Slater

THURSDAY
CONTINUED

Axiom Maths (Year 10) Lunchtime Al07 DTM — Mr Main Axiom Maths (Year 9) After school DTM — Mr Main WEBHS PE Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

LI L b E;irt“ha mEl L Sl B.O.ARD (boardgame club) | Lunchtime NWE — Mr Convery 6; | Eﬁ (? | % ﬁa | Eﬁ (? | %

Breaktime

Lego League Lunchtime AD08 PHE — Mr Elliott FEF (Fun Football Friday's) Lunchtime 3G and AAS - Mr Sherlaw Sportshall
Sand Astro Basketball. Basketball. Basketball. Basketball. Basketball.

Poetry by Heart [Oct-April) After school Library GLE — Mr Ellis Shooting hoops Shoot‘mg hoops Shooting hoops Shooting huops ShODtiﬁg hoops
Q= = G [

Carnegie Reading group (Yr 2) | Lunchtime Library DH - Miss Harwvey

Crafty Chat Lunchtime ADOS KAA — Miss Askham

Year 11 book group (1st Fri of Lunchtime Library DH - Miss Harvey Lunch \"m R“‘-;q_
Year 9 Drama club Lunchtime Drama DAE — Miss Emilova the maonth) Sportshall
Studio Weekend Woarld Wranglers Lunchtime A221 WWC - Mr Convery
Girls football team years 9-11 After school 3G KFK -Miss Kennedy

Basketball Badminton Club Badminton Pickleball
All year groups. Examination students Volleyball All years welcome. Max| All years welcome. Max
Everyone invited. have priority - Max 24 Everyone welcome
Creative Writing group After school Library GLE — Mr Ellis AN AN % W

Music Department ot (D

DT Drop in Lunchtime oT KaA — Miss Askham - > 1 , — —
Department Weekly extra-curricular activities from September 2026 Astroturf i - e pS = i
Year 10/11/6th form Year 10/11/6th form FFF 6TH form

Lunch After school Year 9 Football Foothball Year 9 Football Football tournament

GCSE Textiles Studio After school ADD4 JFC/ACG — Mrs
Gascoigne, Miss
Chapman Recorder Ensemble Brass Ensemble Clubs After School

'Catch up' GCSE Art club Lunchtime D003 LCG- Miss Gibson (DOOS, 12.45pm) (D005, 3.50pm) ——— Fitness - Y11

T Fitness and 6th form -
Whitley Bay alletment dub After school Mest outside | IGP — Mr Peake Music Theory Support Aoom AJB
food depart Drop-in

(0004, 12.20pm) Volleyball All Netball All Years- Badminton All
Years- SMA SMM Years- LPW

Dance Al
years- FLC

Secret Soup Club After schaoal Food dept IGP — Mr Peake

g
=
:
P
:
z
:

String Ensemble Sportshall
Chamber Choir (Drama Studio, 3.30pm)

Pride Club Lunchtime AZ06 ZIM — Miss Medhurst (D005, 12.50pm) Jazz Band

(DOO0S, 3.30pm) P Football Girls - All Football friendlies -

GCSE Music Coursework Choir Years - KFK all years - AJB

GCSE Textiles Studio After school A004 JFC/MEG — Mrs Support Drop-in Drama Studio, 3.30pm
Gascoigne, Miss (D004, 12.20pm) : e

Chapman ) A Level Music C‘-ourgewwk A T
Film Club Afterschool SWS — Mr Saunders {SD'.‘:E‘.": ;5%'::} utumn Term 2026

NETBA Reading group (Yr 10) Lunchitime Library DH — Miss Harvey

THURSDAY

See Mr Baldwin in D004 for further information regarding any of these activities
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RAISING ACHIEVEMENT

* Whole year Iincentives — encouragement to
revision sessions

* Tracking year group progress with targeted
intervention

® Coursework, homework and revision support
sessions

®* Revision guidance, tips and techniques

* Peer mentoring with sixth form students

e Stress and exam worry workshops
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GUIDANCE

Friday 8™ January

St James’ Park
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Whitley Bay High School
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Careers Provision

Steph Towns - Careers Lead
Vicki McAvoy - Careers Assistant

« Careers meetings, guidance and drop ins available
now

« Checking emails highly important! Action plans and
meeting invites/summaries will be sent out

o 'Future Fridays' focus every week. Drop ins during
Friday lunch and email newsletter with
opportunities sent out

» College visits, apprenticeship workshops
and more

Destination Day,
making choices,
. meeting with
sixth form,
colleges and
careers team

Completing

intentions
form and
careers




Extra-curricular

e A very large and
activities and

. diverse
enrichment curriculum
GREAT REASONS
TO JOIN OUR
SIXTH FORM
, Excellent
Outstanding
. ; support
examination -
and guidance
success

Progression success
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MEASURE

NATIONAL

WBHé6

Average Point Score Per
Entry

36

Average point score
expressed as a grade

NATIONAL
A*-E 98%
A*-B 55%
A*-A 28%
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MEASURE WBH 6TH FORM

DISTINCTION

AVERAGE GRADE

PASS OR HIGHER

DIST*/DIST

DIST*-MERIT
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SIXTH FORM

ocT L N DB T FeB
22nd Oct Sixth Form 8th Dec 8/9th Feb
Y11 Joining Prospectus Sixth Form Destination
Sixth Form Available & Open Day
Evening Progress Evening
(Remote) Checks
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SIXTH FORM

11th Feb 17th March 22nd March 19th Aug
Y11 Trial Y11 Parents’ Year 11 Trial Results §
Exams begin Workshops Exam Results Enrolment
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Digital/ICT Extended Project Qualification

Health and Social Care French
Sport Studies Geography
Food and nutrition German
Art History
Biology Mathematics
Business Studies Further Mathematics
Chemistry Core Mathematics
Computer Science Media Studies
Design Engineering Music
Drama & Theatre Studies Philosophy
Economics Physical Education
English Language Physics
English Literature Psychology
English Language & Literature Spanish
Environmental Science Textiles

J Whitley Bay High School
A
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SIXTH FORM

English 4/4 English 5/5
Maths 5 Maths 5
Geography 5 Geography 5
French 5 French 5
Science 4/4 Science 5/5
Artb5 Artb5
Business 5 Business 5

This student can take ICT and Health and Social Care.
They can also take:
Art
Business
Desigh Engineering
Drama
English Lit/Lang
Food
Geography
Media
Psychology
Sport

This student can only take ICT and Health
and Social Care. Students need to study 3
courses. This student cannot join the 6
form. He should have made a “plan B”
assuming these grades were likely.
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LIFE LONG LEARNERS

Curriculum Maps and Subject Information

& @ =

APPLIED ART BUSINESS & CHILD COMPUTING

STUDIES ECONOMICS DEVELOPMENT &IT

N\ 8

& Y7

DRAMA ENGLISH GEOGRAPHY HEALTH & HISTORY
SOCIAL CARE

@

$

MATHEMATICS MFL MUSIC PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY
DEVELOPMENT & ETHICS &

RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION

Y11 PARENTS

INFORMATION EVENING

.

Whitley Bay High School
s}



CDL‘ Ti

: . 7DctECtive mf‘re | | | ‘ | : | .. | ‘:‘I-I ‘ . ..T‘ - | E N G I s H
: . <t l [ O I{ o
S ] t ll

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING




AQAH

Realising potential

GCSE English Literature GCSE English Language
8702 8700

English Language and Literature

No tier of entry.
2 papers for Language and 2 papers for Literature.
Closed book exams.
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KEY MILESTONES FOR ENGLISH:

>4

OCT

Macbeth Essay

W/B 19" October

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING




LA

Talk to your child about

their texts

Task Four: Major ideas and minor characters

A) Find the best quotation in the novella for each of the big ideas in Jekyll and Hyde', and explain your choice.

’ Science ’ duality ’ repression
’ good vs evil ’ Friendship and loyalty ’ Appearance and reality

Top tip: Use the resources if you are not sure where to start!

B) Choose three miner characters from Tekyll and Hyde'. For each character, provide a summary of wheo they are, what they de, and why Stevenson included them in

the novella.

4
’
'

Check they are doing

their homework

Encourage them to

attend Rise § Revise

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING
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HOMEWORK WEEK ONE

Task Four: Major 1deas and minor characters

Science duality repression

good vs evil

’ Friendship and loyalty Appearance and reality

Top tip: Use the resources if you are not sure where to start!

B) Choose three minor characters from 'Jekyll and Hyde'. For each character, provide a summary of who they are, what they do, and why Stevenson included them in
the novella.

i

}
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HOMEWORK WEEK ONE
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Additional online resources: Y
e English department youtube videos |
e Digital Theatre online performances of our texts
e Sit and Scribble
e Homework Club
e Rise and Revise

e Practice questions ((Sc- . )
QU A %ouﬂ

e Learn quotations

Links are emailed out to students and will be placed on student Shar

i
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Home » All news
Our advice to students is that doing practice papers and
revis ) gre
Ision are great ways (o prepare for exams but make sure
your preparation is thorough. The best people who can help

*“ Jack Dyson

Exam boards consider ‘action’ over 7 Y
social media predictions A5 o you do that are your teachers.

A quarter of teachers say they have heard of pupils buying so-called
'‘predicted' papers

(®) (f) (X) (in) (=)

@ See discussion

JUST FOLLOW OUR
RECCOMENDATIONS PLEASE

Why dLa.

be worried about j G
exam TikTok 2025

PREDICTIONS
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Maths
Department //

GCSE MATHS: KEY MILESTONES

AQAX

Realising potential
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Department f

GCSE MATHS: OBSEVATIONS

Raising Achievement Equipment
Rise and Revise: Thursday @ 8am Calculator, Geometry Kit, Pen Pencil
Drop In: Tuesday @12.20
MORE THAN 1 GRADE MORE! FAIL TO PREPARE...

Homework Revision in Lessons
Weekly, alternating between Bespoke preparation using helix
Mathswatch and Paper approach.
MORE THAN 1 GRADE MORE! EVERY LESSON COUNTS!
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Department // Pens/Pencils

Equipment Casio FX83/85
Ruler/Compass/Protractor

Ask them about it:
Have they tried every question?

Homework

Can they explain how?

F R o M H o M E Have they used the video support?

Set aside time for them to revise
Assessments Test them on key formula
Revision Guides

00 6:
00

@000¢00:
Q0000 e:

Rise and Encourage them to
Revise attend

Oeo@eaﬁﬁgakj}
0000 St
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Key milestones for Science

The first papers establish a starting point. We keep tier decisions flexible until the evidence is clear.

WB 28 SEPT

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

AFTER TRIALS

01

Practice papers

Shortened Biology, Chemistry and Physics papers give students their first formal paper experience.
Teachers will mark them and use the results to identify priorities.

Rise and Revise begins

Wednesday sessions from 8.00 to 8.40 revisit content that may no longer be at the forefront of students’
minds.

Autumn assessment

An assessment checks the content taught during this half term.

Tier conversations

Results, classwork and teacher judgement inform conversations about Higher and Foundation entry.

Trial examinations

Almost all students will sit the tier we expect them to take in the summer.

Final entries

We review the remaining cases after the trials and select the paper that gives each student the best
opportunity to succeed.

WHITLEY
BAY HIGH

o~

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Combined Science tiers

HIGHER

Grades 9-9 to 4-3

FOUNDATION

Grades 5-5to 1-1

Students develop at different rates, so
we leave final decisions as late as
possible. The aim is the paper that best
reflects each student’s progress.

At Whitley Bay
High School we follow

AQA courses

for GCSE Science



WHITLEY
BAY HIGH

How you can help at home with Science TR

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
A regular, manageable routine helps students retain knowledge and arrive at lessons ready to build on it.

A short weekly routine Seneca Science SharePoint

* Encourage two or three short Seneca provides free online The Science resources hub contains:

sessions rather than one long revision. It repeats key ideas,

block tracks progress and shows e Knowledge organisers and checklists
students where they need more * Past papers and mark schemes

e Ask your child to revisit older practice. e Exam topics and required practicals

topics as well as current work ¢ Revision guidance and useful links
Please encourage your child to

e Keep the focus on questions, complete set tasks and use the

checking answers and correcting platform between assessments.

mistakes

Small amounts, repeated regularly Regular practice builds recall Use it to plan and check revision

02



WHITLEY
BAY HIGH

Key things we have observed in Science S~

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

The strongest progress comes when students combine secure knowledge with regular experience of examination questions.

01 Revisit earlier content Science builds over time. Students need to return to topics that are no longer fresh,
rather than revising only what they learned most recently.

02 Practise with real questions Holding a paper, reading command words and working to time all take practice.
Familiarity reduces anxiety and improves exam technique.

03 Use feedback straight away Marked work matters most when students identify what went wrong, correct it and
then try a similar question.

04 Ask for help early Teachers can respond much more effectively when students bring specific questions
or identify a topic they find difficult.

Our aim s to identify gaps early, support improvement and keep the right examination route open for every student.

03



OUR YEAR AHEAD...
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OUR YEAR AHEAD...

eClassroom Teaching
eHomework and independent study

eExtra learning opportunities
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RISE & REVISE

Begins: W/B Monday 2" November

Tuesday: English (A-Block Hall)

Wednesday: Science (A-Block Hall)

Thursday: Maths - H/C/F (A-Block Hall & maths
Corridor)

Friday: Further Maths (Maths corridor)

200+ attend every week
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SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT,
NOT PRESSURE AND NAGGING,
IS THE CHALLENGE

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING



RESEARCH INTO SUPPORT FOR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL
DEVELOPMENT SUGGESTS THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO:

Talk regularly with your teen about their GCSEs

1. Have regular conversations about their learning

2. Get them thinking and explaining

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING



ENCOURAGING PRACTICE AND REVISION

e Encourage your child to revisit topics

regularly.

e Support them with homework and
independent study.

e Show interest — being involved shows

that education is important to you too.

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING



H s Child Protection

Governor:
Lara Lillico

CHILD PROTECTION AT WB

Desighated Safeguarding Lead
Sarah Fitzpatrick

Chair of Governors:
Naomi Oosman-
Watts

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: |
Andy Sherlaw (E-Safety)
James Mackenzie (SEND/Pastoral)

Sarah Lackenby (Pastoral)
Jill Branch (Pastoral)
Steve Williams (6t Form)

Charlotte Clarke (AEP Lead)

Helen Daglish (Operation Encompass/Family Support)
Emma Crow (counselling support)

Zoe Medhurst (Personal Development Coordinator)
lan Peake (Assistant SENCO/AEP)
Carl Cockburn (Head of Year 9)

Jonathan Okwe-Pearson (Head of Year 10)
Naomi Anderson ( HOD year 11)

lan Clark (Head of year 12)

Richard Chambers (Head of year 13)




MOBILE PHONE CHECKLIST

WBHS is now a phone free site. Please:

“ Check Outlook for emails

) 4
u Check Teams for assignments

® °o’ m Discuss their social media use and online

@) Online @)

o safety at home
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

_ GOOD EXAMPLES BAD EXAMPLES

-Quick and easy to access lots of resources  -Research isn't checked

RESEARCH -Easy to find similar articles once prompted -Research isn't applied to the correct context
-Using a study bot or language model to ask -Not setting the parameters of the topic (or
questions on specific topics using the correct specification)

REVISION . : : ) : :
-Develops independent learning and offers -Being dependent upon it and ignoring
immediate feedback teachers' advice

NEA ASSIGNMENTS -Using example paragraphs to model -Using Al to plagiarise and submit work as
excellent paragraph structure your own

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING Whiley 82 HighSchool




ATTENDANCE MATTERS

e It is important that your child attends school every day.*

e We would like students to maintain a minimum attendance of
96%.

e Our curriculum is carefully structured, with each lesson building
on previous learning. Missing lessons can make it harder for
students to keep up.

e Regular attendance supports progress and positive learning habits.

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING




ATTENDANCE MATTERS

e We know there is a strong link between attendance and achievement.

e Recent research shows that high attendance leads to better outcomes.

e Students with 95%+ attendance are almost twice as likely to achieve a Grade 5 or
above in English and Maths.

SCHOOLS WEEK

14 September 2026

Department
for Education

95%+ attendance almost doubles odds of GCSE
pass

DfE research finds missing just 10 days of year 11 halves the odds of getting a grade 5 in
English and maths

.
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100% Uik THE IMPACT OF POOR ATTENDANCE

7% 6 days AND HOW MANY DAYS THIS EQUATES
79% RS TO OVER AN ACADEMIC YEAR
92% 15 days

Try to think in days rather than %'s

90% (DfE persistent | 19 days

absent threshold)
BROKEN WEEKS
1:\ ~a . -0 .. - v - esea
':;' 90 ® LB —es ..fo-o—"-'-#'pHO‘dr:P
% 60 -
E . .
&= 30
o
0 10 20 30 40

Week

B Initistive -8 Weekly Attendance —#~ Cumulative Attendance

.
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GENERAL TIPS FOR HIGH ATTENDANCE

e Your child should attend whenever possible — even part days make a difference

e Check NHS guidance before keeping your child off

e Do not keep your child off for minor illnesses (e.g. headache, cough, cold)

e Avoid medical appointments during the school day - if they do need to attend one ensure
they come into school before or after their appointment

e Avoid booking holidays during term time

e Ensure your child arrives on time as this can lead to poor attendance

e Send your child in if unsure — we have a team of medical staff can who can support
them

e If your child is unwell in the morning, consider a later start

e Every session attended helps build strong attendance and develop healthy habits

.
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WE ARE HERE
TO HELP

o If you need help or support please get in
touch.

e Contact your child's tutor or Head of Year in
the first instance.

« We also have an experienced pastoral and
attendance team here to offer support
should you need it.

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING




Supporting School Worries

It is normal for your child to feel worried sometimes. Many young

people experience worries about friendships, learning or change.
Most worries become easier to manage when school and home work
together. Contact us early if any concerns arise. Try:

: Contacting your Encouraging your Letting us know .
Ask f t
jasing child’s tutor or Head child to speak to a about changes at ool
openly about ) before attendance
of Year if something trusted adult in home that may P i
n T . . .
<lisflzzinizanr, doesn't seern right. school. affect your child. 9
>
—— We’re here to help ——— —— Further Support ——
Head of Year NHS - Is My Child Too lll for School?
carl.cockburn@whitleybayhighschool.org Information and guidance for parents.
Attendance Team
I"Iiﬂa_ II'v'lﬁg";.‘:CJ.‘,"\-"JhItl@yﬂayhlghsﬁhf_}ﬂl.(}fg KOOTH = Free On ._: e :, _l":.lli
Safe, anonymous and free support for young
SEND Team people
james.mackenzie@whitleybayhighschool.org
. sarah jones@whitleybayhighschool.org Department for Education - Attendance
@ Advice for Parents Video
Your child's tutor Watch helpful advice and guidance

Every day counts

&P DIE Sector Comms

Tips for how parents can support with good atter

Attendance )

Help them ed on time
and avoid screens la ht so they can switch
off properly an p feeling fresh.

z¥

Watch on {2 YouTube

TALKTO YOUR CHILD ABOUT BOOK ALL HOLIDAYS ENCO I- DUR CHILD T
SCHOOL REGULARLY AND SCHOOL A
fooe el IJln'SI_I:_I'E:EFTEm!

AVOID YOUR CHILD BEING TALKTO US IF YOU FEEL LIKE
ABSENT FOR MINOR ISSUES THERE IS AREASON YOUR CHILD IS
SUCH AS A HEADACHE, OR A MISSING SCHOOL REGULARLY,

SRS, WE ARE HERE TOHELF.
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YOUR

COMFORT

whene The
ZONE

nmgu'r fm‘,utpmﬁ

FEELING STRESSED
AND WORRIED ABOUT
SUCCESS IS
NORMAL

A LITTLE BIT OF
ANXIETY

IS GOOD FOR US

AND HELPS Us
PERFORM

MANAGING WELL BEING
AT THIS STAGE/AGE
ALLOWS FOR
RESILIENCE TO BE
CULTIVATED
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SUPPORT FOR YOUR CHILD AT HOME

Healthy body and healthy mind

We know Year 11 can be a challenging and stressful time for your child, and although we will do all we can

to support them in school, there are some things that we can all do to make sure they are getting things

right. A healthy mind and body is as important for success as

out of school can make a real difference.

JLEEP JCREEN TIME

= yif

A pood rest each night s important  Reducing screen time regulary and
to recover from the busy day before bed allows the mind to relax
i and prepare for deep.

KEEPING ORGANI/ED

Regular esprcine has been proven o Students noed 1o be propared with
redhuce stress beveks by taking your the correct squipment each day.
encour:

BREAKFAJT IE DIET WATER

O ®

In s of stres it is eady to fall Staying hydrated and taking in
into a trap of grabbing comort encugh water help kel of
food, but it & mportant to ersure concentration and combats
a heakby balanced diet & followed. tiredness.

DOWNTIME TALKING

&

Whether watching a fim, reading, It muy sound smple but talling to
listening to music or doing exer- your teenager is really important to
cise...it is really important that your  try and understand how they ane

child has some down time. feeling.

Useful links and apps

a revision booklet, and some healthy choices

For Parents

For Students

https:/fwww.youngminds.org.uk/parent/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/
www.weheartcbt.com/for-parents
https://www.whitleybayhighschool.org/wellbeing
Every Mind Matters - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

www.youngminds.org.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
www.stopbreathethink.com
https://www.whitleybayhighschool.org fwellbeing
Every Mind Matters - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

Stay involved and talk to your child about how they are
feeling, how school is going, lessons, exams

Keep an eye on potential times of the year where your
child might feel more stressed or overwhelmed

Try to encourage your child to use self-care strategies
and get involved

Let us know any ways we can help

Use any of the suggested resources in the parent booklet
or on our website for any further advice or support

e There will be a parent workshops with a session on

student wellbeing on March 17th: 'How to support your
child during GCSE exams'

Y11 PARENTS' INFORMATION EVENING
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‘Whitley Bay High School
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PLEASE BE
REASSURED:

eOutstanding results in 2026.
eWe will help you child make
excellent progress.

e All work students do will be ——]
beneficial to them
eOQur success is based on b
partnership between B
students, staff and parents. | #
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