
Welcome to

Year 10
Parents' Information Evening



The Start of the GCSE journey – 

reasons to be optimistic: 

 •WBHS has a long history of outstanding exam 
success
•There are two years before students sit their 
GCSE exams
•Outstanding Teaching and pastoral support
•Huge amount of subject specific additionality 
offered
•Students will be supported to achieve their 
personal best grades
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• Review of year 9

• Upcoming key dates

• How to be successful in 

English, Maths and Science.

• How the school and parents 

can work together to support 

success.

Aims of tonight:
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the Y10 Team
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Mr Okwe Pearson
Head of Year

Mr Charlton
Assistant

Head of Year

Mrs Gascoigne
Assistant

Head of Year

Mrs Blakeley
Assistant

Head of Year



Welcome to Year 10
It’s not just going to school any 

more - it is taking 
qualifications...

There is a great deal that will be 
new this year, but also lots of 
comfortable aspects of the 

school to return to!
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The ending is GCSE success.

The story is how students 
choose to live these values 
every day.

This year, students are not 
just starting their GCSEs. 
They are setting themselves 
up for the next chapter of 
their lives.
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Chapter 1

Starting together on 
the GCSE journey

Settling into new 
routines

Chapter 2

Developing study 
skills and curiosity

Exploring interests 
outside of the 

classroom

Preparing for 
assessments with 

self-belief

Looking after yourself 
and building positive 

habits

Chapter 3

Chapter 5Chapter 6 Chapter 4



• Wednesday 4th November: Work Experience Launch Assembly
• Wednesday 11th November: Year 10 Progress Check 1
• Tuesday 24th November - X-half parents evening (virtual, 4.15-6.30pm)
• Thursday 3rd December - Y-half parents evening (virtual, 4.15-6.30pm)
• Wednesday 10th February - Progress Check 2
• W/C Monday 15th March - Wellbeing Week
• Thursday 27th May- Friday 11th June - Year 10 Assessment Week
• W/C Monday 21st June - Work Experience Week
• Monday 5th July - Y10 Results Day 

Key dates
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communication
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Work Experience
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Launch Assembly
Wednesday 4th November

Work Experience Week
W/C Monday 21st June



Participation



extracurricular
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDA

Y

Reading
Thought for 

the Week

Personal 

Development 

Tutorial

QuizAssembly

weekly routines



equipment

• We encourage students to take ownership of their own equipment and organisation. 
We would suggest that students have the following as a minimum:
⚬ pen, pencil, geometry set, scientific calculator, pencil case

• We are here to support, so please email info@whitleybayhighschool.org if you need 
assistance in acquiring any of this equipment.

casio fx 83 0r 85
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• Assessment remains a key part of the 
learning process.

• Motivational, meaningful, manageable
• Varied - formal and informal.
• Feedback provides specific progress on how 

to improve.
• Assessment and feedback is a key 

component of all lesson planning.
• Show what they know.
• Catch them being good.

Assessment
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How can you help?
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Students assignments & homework
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Artificial intelligence
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Try to think in days rather than %'s

The impact of poor attendance and how many days this equates 
to over an academic year

Broken weeks







https://www.whitleybayhighschool.org/Attendance/ 

https://www.whitleybayhighschool.org/Attendance/
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Chris Johnson

WBHS 
MATHS



GCSE Maths @ WBHS
1 Final Exams: 2 x calculator 1 x non -calculator

2

3 Assessments: W.B Oct 5th, W.B Dec 14th, W.B 14th June

Homework: Alternate between Mathswatch and paper based

4

Tiers: 2 Tiers (H/F), 3 pathways (H/C/F)
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26 Booklets, A-Z

5



MONITOR

Support in school

Formula Snake

Starters 

Bespoke preparation for internal 
assessments.

DROP -INMEMORY TASKS

Tuesday Lunchtime in A109
Homework/Revision/Extra help

REVISION
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MONITOR

support At home

Pens/Pencils
Casio FX83/85

Ruler/Compass/Protractor

Have they tried every question?
Have they watched the videos?

Have they stored their past 
booklets

ASSESSMENTSEQUIPMENT

Set aside time for them to revise
Test them on key formula

Revision Guides

Learning Cycle
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GCSE English
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GCSE LANGUAGE AND GCSE LITERATURE 
NO TIER OF ENTRY

HEAD OF ENGLISH:

KIM SMITH



english lessons
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•Students need their own copy of 'An Inspector Calls'
• First assessment –w/b - 9th November 2026

•Homework set weekly



homework
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To be a Critic

To be a Craftsperson 

To be a Curator 

To be Creative

Successful English Students need to 

develop the following four skills:
You need to be able to respond to texts that you read and 

evaluate the ideas and opinions in them as well as the 
methods the writer uses.

You need to understand the craft of writing and creating 
texts. This means that you are aware of the language and 

structural features that writers use.

You need to gather up and keep returning to key facts and 
ideas that allow you to learn and understand even more in 

the future.

You need to be able to create your own writing – stories, 
articles, essays, poems, plays, speeches. The three skills 

above will help you be creative
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Our approach
Literary Texts at the Heart of the Course
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Important Information

•Your child will get two GCSEs:
 English Language and English 
Literature.

•Having their own copies of the texts 
and revision guides will really help.

•Attempt all homework.
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Science routes 2026 -28
AQA COMBINED SCIENCE 

2 GCSES (8464)

Exams 
2 Biology

2 Chemistry 
2 Physics

Students receive 
2 science grades.

Exams 
2 Biology 

2 Chemistry
2 Physics

Students receive 
3 grades, one in each 

science.

AQA SEPARATE SCIENCES

3 GCSES (8461 -3)
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All exams are in the Summer of 

2028



Linear exams require a 
spiral approach…

(to make connections 
and revisit older 
concepts)

We may work in 
specialisms but students 
study “Science”

Each teacher is 
responsible for a third of 
each student’s scientific 
development.
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at home
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Students are regularly 
set assignments from 
the Seneca Learning 

Platform.



Revision guides
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• Developing students who are 
confident, respectful and socially 
aware

• Encouraging and promoting our 
students to engage with society

• To nurture and support students’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development

• To develop individuals who uphold 
values and beliefs that allow them 
to integrate into modern society 
and be active citizens

Supporting all our students 

to become healthy, well 

informed and socially aware 

individuals who are prepared 

for the journey ahead



our personal development program
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Upcoming Topics

• Recognising Stress & Anxiety
• Sharing Images & The Law
• Online Gambling & Finance
• Remembrance
• Human Rights & Responsibility
• Fundamental British Values



What kind of student is your 

child?

What do you see at home?
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help them be organised
• Phone​
• Stationery (geometry set, calculator)​
• School bag (the right books, etc)​
• Homework – get familiar with Teams 

and their calendar​
• Time and deadlines​
• Progress checks, information, letters
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How good is your 

child at 

maintaining 

balance?
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How good is your child with... 

managing their stress?
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OUR ADVICE
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Every minute of every lesson counts! 

Please ensure that your child arrives for 
tutor time for 8.40am and to all lessons 

punctually.

The school gate will close each morning at 
8.40am and students arriving after this 

time will be marked as late.

How can you help?
UNIFORM

We have one of the most liberal yet inclusive 
uniform policies of any school.

We would really appreciate your support in 
ensuring that your child is in full uniform 

every day.

Please check the website where we will 
outline what is and is not allowed.

This helps us to be a safe school community.  

PUNCTUALITY
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How can you help?

MONITOR CONTACTENCOURAGECHECK IN

Stay involved and 
regularly talk to your 

child about how 
they are feeling

Be mindful of parts 
of the school year 

where they may be 
more stressed or 

overwhelmed

Try to encourage 
your child to 

practice self-care 
and get involved 

Please let us know 
any ways we can 
help. You can also 
access wellbeing 

advice on our 
website.
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ways you can support your 

child's Wellbeing at home:
•Stay involved and talk to your child about how they are 
feeling, how school is going, lessons, exams
•Keep an eye on potential times of the year where your 
child might feel more stressed or overwhelmed 
•Try to encourage your child to use self-care strategies 
and get involved
•Let us know any ways we can help
•Use any of the suggested resources in the parent booklet 
or on our website for any further advice or support 



Child Protection at WBHS

Designated Safeguarding Lead:
Sarah Fitzpatrick

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads:
Andy Sherlaw (E-Safety)

James Mackenzie (SEND/Pastoral)

Sarah Lackenby (Pastoral)

Jill Branch (Pastoral)

Steve Williams (6th Form)

Charlotte Clarke (AEP Lead)

Helen Daglish (Operation Encompass/Family Support)

Emma Crow (counselling support)

Zoe Medhurst (Personal Development Coordinator)

Ian Peake (Assistant SENCO/AEP)

Carl Cockburn  (Head of Year 9)

Jonathan Okwe-Pearson (Head of Year 10)

Naomi Anderson ( Head of Year 11)

Ian Clark (Head of Year 12)

Richard Chambers (Head of Year 13)

Child Protection 
Governor:
Lara Lillico

Our Team 2026-
27

Chair of Governors:
Naomi Oosman-
Watts



•We have achieved excellent results year on 
year because we have:
•Excellent students
•Outstanding teachers
•Fantastic support
•We want your child to enjoy school, be 
happy and go on to be successful.
•The partnership between students, 
teachers and parents is central to this 
success.
•Thank you for attending tonight.

please be reassured:
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We really value your feedback
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