








Teaching and learning 
at WBHS

Our main aim is to 
develop happy, 
confident lifelong 
learners



Teaching and 
learning is a 
top priority 
and a key 
strength of 
the school

Seating for 
learning
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Talk
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Independence and 
maturity
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Social skills 
and respect
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Being 
organised

and 
responsible



Teaching and Learning at 
Whitley Bay High School











National leaders on behalf of the DfE for effective 
planning and assessment.



Assessment at Whitley Bay High 
School

• Evidenced informed

• Regular assessment and high quality feedback

• 'Meaningful, Motivational and Manageable'

• Informal assessment every lesson

• Formal assessment planned into our curriculum

• Assessment informs future lessons

• We are not a school that dictates marking 
frequencies



Mobile Phones and Office 365
• We allow mobile phone use for learning when students 

are given permission from their teacher.

• When students are not using a mobile phone, they must 
be placed in bags.

• Parents like the safety aspect a mobile provides.

• It is part of everyday life – using it responsibly is crucial.

• Students can participate in assessment.

• Office suite and apps are all available to use on the phone.

• Outlook is used for email and calendar.

• Teams is used for all homework.

• The Outlook and Teams calendar contains all homework 
deadlines set by staff.



Students will be shown how to use Office 365 
including Teams and Outlook as part of induction.

Student Assignments and Homework (Home 
Learning webpage to follow)



E-Safety

• Forms part of Personal Development Curriculum.

• When on the school Wi-Fi, students are controlled in what 
they can and can't access.

• Students do have access to contracts which use data and allow 
them to bypass the school security systems.

• You can as parents, restrict access through parental controls in 
conjunction with your network – this is recommended.

• We provide a monthly E-safety newsletter which aims to 
support families with appropriate device use. This is in the 
Safeguarding and E-safety section of the website.



Starting at high 
school is a new 
milestone in 
their education





Starting School



The Year 9 Student –
the biggest challenge for you!

• Everyone else’s parents …

• No-one except you …

• All my friends…

• I’m the only one…

• Hormones are all over the place and self-
esteem take a pounding at this age.

• Your self-esteem may also be at risk. It 
often appears to be the best and easiest option to 
back away.

• But don’t let them create a distance between you.



Your challenge over the next year:

• Keep the relationship positive

• Maintain your interest and 
involvement in their school work.

• Try and maintain a relationship and 
never let them doubt you are their no. 
1 supporter and friend.

• When things are going through a 
rough patch know that they will get 
better.

• Be absolutely assured that they need 
you more than ever.



Good questions –
possibly!

• What was your best lesson 
today?

• Can you tell me one thing you’ve 
learned today?

• What are you learning about in 
Science at the moment?

• How can I help with your 
homework tonight?



Priorities

• Maintain or start good study 
habits at home

• Homework in a communal area

• TVs, X-boxes, laptops in 
the bedroom!

• Phones

• Sleep

Start to have conversations about all 
of this







Support 
Teams

Mrs Lawson Mr Cockburn Mr Yarde

Nicolle Foulger Nina Livings

Attendance Officer





Supporting all our students to become healthy, 
well informed and socially aware individuals 

who are prepared for the journey ahead

• Developing students who are 
confident, respectful and socially 
aware.

• Encouraging and promoting 
our students to engage with 
society

• To nurture and support students’ 
spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development

• To develop individuals who 
uphold values and beliefs 
that allow them to integrate into 
modern society and be active 
citizens



What makes 
WBHS special?

•Wellbeing week
•Pride week
•Literature festival
•Sports day
•School Council
•Student voice
•Team Kenya
•Period equality campaign
•Outside speakers​
•Extensive Careers Programme
•Trips – Both Local & Abroad



Extra-Curricular at Whitley Bay High School

• 53 clubs / groups and growing!
• In September Year 9 students will have a fresher's fair to introduce all of the clubs on offer to them!
• Parents / Guardians will receive a Clubs booklet over summer.



Induction days

Every adventure is unique. For some, it might mean scaling mountains and flying to far off 
lands, for others, it might be something much closer to home.

Your child is about to take the first step on their ultimate Year 9 adventure at WBHS.

This might be the first time they've taken a big step out of their comfort zone, but together, 
they'll quickly realise that this is where the most fun, excitement and change happens.



Overview of the days

• Students will take part in a wide range of activities including 
whole year group assemblies, tutor time, a Maths, English and 
Science lesson plus a PE and extra-curricular session

Tuesday 5th July
Students should arrive for a 9.15am
start for a welcome assembly in A Block 
hall

Wednesday 6th July
Students should arrive for a 9.15am
start in their tutor rooms

Both days finish at 3.00pm



There will be a break both 
days and so students may 

wish to bring in a small snack



The New 
School







The WBHS 
Approach:

• Relationships at the heart of 
everything we do.

• Outstanding teaching and 
learning.

• A caring and nurturing approach.

• Strong community atmosphere.

• Commitment to help students 
thrive and succeed.


